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SERMON 


Of the Rev. Dr. Wilson, of Albany, to his Con- 

“gregation, on Sunday, October 23d, 1831. 

Editors of the Albany Daily Advertiser: 

Being in the habit occasionally of sketching 
from memory, such sermons delivered from the 
rs it'‘in my hearing as appear to me extraordi- 

ni teresting, for my private lige, I had done 
so wit! ‘Whe’ sermon preached by the Jearned Dr. 
Wilson, herewith sent you; than which I never 
heard from any man, one, to mé seeming of 
deeper interest, in several points of view. My 
reflections upon it have led me to think that its 
light ought not to be hid under a bushel—that 
I cannot better perform my part ofthe duty it 
enjoins of a National Reformation, than by pro- 
euting the publication of it. The sketch, Iknow, 
is not so peffect us to give at length the various 
remarks and illustrations, or any idea of the pe- 
culiar force and manner of the distinguished 
preacher, having taken no notes at the time. But 
of this I am certain, it is a faithful sketch of the 
sabatance of the sermon, and much of it in his 
own words. I should have applied to him for 
the sermom, had he written it, but I know from 
the manner of its delivery, he had not. He stud- 
jes as every good preacher ought and will, his 
subject, (not his sermon) and being perfect mas- 
ter of the subject itself. he pours it forth over the 
pulpit upon his hearers in a torrent of thunder- 
ing eloquence, like the waters of the cataract of 
Niagara, which leaves an indelible impression, 
upon the mind. 

MAnersHALALHASHBAg. 


Sunday Evening, Wd Oct. 1831: 

Dr. Wi.son_ preached fromthe text—“T have 
nourished and brought up children, and they have 
rebelled against me.”—Isaiah i: 2. ’ 

He said he would not disguise, that in antici- 
pation of the discussion of this evening, he had 
¢xperienced unusual trepidation during the past 
week, But the imperious obligations of duty im- 
pelled him to-the discussion; they required bim 
to raise the voice of warning, of reproof, and re- 
buke; not only against the sins, of the common 
people, of persons of low degree, but against the 
more aggravated transgressions of those in the 
higher walks of life, men distinguished in wealth, 
fame, or the honors of the world—of men oecu- 
pying high stations. ' 

He was an American—born and brought up 
an Pennsylvania, in the Democratic school. He 
was a republican—his parents were likewise 
American bora, and.so he were their 


he should think it necessary pt av wien for 
preaching God’s word: nay be w fearlessly 
dléclare the whole counsel of God,, whether men 
would hear or forbear. He had chosen this text 
because he believed it applicuble im a peculiar 
manner to the people of this country. . They 
might be said emphatically to be God's children; 
he had nourished and brought them up; but they 
had rebelled against-lumme He hadedirected our 
ancestors to the Western continent, protected 
them here amid all.the dangers, whith surround- 
ed them; sustained. them in all their trials and 
difficulties: defended them agaiast.all their foes, 
aud finally established their civil and religious 
freedom. Nevertheless they rebelled against 
him. They forgot the God. who showered upon 
them their blessings, making no acknowledg- 
ments of him in their Constitutions which they 
formed for their civil governments, The preaeh- 
er would not particularize the Constitutions of 
the several States; to do this, his»remarks must 
be extended beyond the limits of agingle sermon. 
He would confine himself at this time to the Con- 
stitution of thé United States, only... There was 
no acknowledgment of God in that instrument. 
He knew, indeed, that it was therem stated to 
have been done-in Cenvention the 87th of Sep- 
tember, in the year of our Lord, 1787, but there 
was no acknowledgment of God or his divine 
agency in that great work. 

Neither did the old articles of confederation 
of the States contain any acknowledgment of 
God, except by way of recital in their date, of 
the 15th day of November, in the ect of our 
Lord, 1777. ‘These omissions were great sins ; 
direct acts of rebellion against the God that up- 
held, nourished and brought thém up. It was 
one indeed, in the ratification of these articles by 
Congress, in Philadelphia, eight or nine months 
afterwards, on the 9th of July, 1778, and about 
nine years and two months before the Consiitu- 
tion was formed, and at a time of great peril and 
alarm; when the hand of God had been, as it 
were, visibly seen and felt in the struggle for 


}their deliverance, the Congress in Philadelphia, 


in 1778, do make an acknowledgment of God as 
the Supreme Governor and Ruler in the hearts 
ofthe people. They recite, “whereas it has 
pleased the Great Governor of the world to in- 
cline the hearts of the Legislatures,” &c. Here 
was a clear and direct acknowledgment of God’s 
presence, and of his work in the minds and ac- 
tions of met, honorable to those of whom that 
Congress was composed. This was about the 
darkest period of the revolution. But when the 
war was over, and the victory won, and the bless- 
ings of liberty and peace secured, the Constitu- 
tion was framed and God neglected. He was 
not merely forgotten—He was absolutely voted 
out of the Constitution, The proceedings. as 
published by Thompsoi, the Secretary, and the 
hi8tory of that day, show that the question was 
gravely debated in Congress, whether God should 
bein the Constitution or not, and after a solemn 
debate, He was deliberately voted out of it. This 
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and brought them up, and Wrouglit for them so 
great a deliverance. {t was the height of ingrat- 
itude in a Christian people.’ The savages ot 
our wilderness, and the inhabitants of the Isles 
of the sea acknowledge the soveréignty of a Great 
Spirit—all nature around proclaims the God that 
bguterne and sustaingit. How: great then are 
the sins of those blessed with the moré resplen- 
dant light of the gospel of fis grace, to refuse 
their homage and acknowle im. But 
as if it were not enough to vote @ “of the 
Constitution ; in the amendment# twit one year 
afterwards, 1788, the first articled@@clares, “C on- 
gress shall make no laws respectifig an establis!:- 
ment of religion,” &c. The mew whose argu- 
ments swayed to vote Géd'out6f the Constitu- 
tion; to declare that there should be no religious 
test; that Congress should make no law to es- 
tablish religion, &c. were Atheists in principle. 
—They had also their - ambitious ends in 
view; were worldly mindéd men; they sought 
for worldly honors and distinetions. Some of 
them were Deists, blasphemers of the Sonof 
God, of the same stamp of Tom Paine, in his Age 
of Reason, or blind Palmer. They would there- 
fore neither acknowledge nor honor him nor his 
region. 

Hence we find so many imperfections and ab- 
surdities in the Constitution. It declares that 
“we the people of the United States, in order to 
establish justice, and secure the blessings of lib- 
erty, &c. do establish this Constitution;”. while 
at the same time it declares, sec. 9, that “the im- 
portation of such persons as any of the States 
shall admit, shall not be prohibited by. Congress, 
prior tothe year 1808.” Thus establishing by 
positive enactment, traffic in human flesh for up- 
wards of twenty years; entailing, misery and 
crue! bondage upon millions of haman beings, 
while at the same time it falsély proclaims uni- 
versal freedom—“liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison doors to them that are 
bound.” And the more completely to shut out 
from the slave all‘hope of escape, it is declared, 
article 4, that ‘no person held to service or labor, 
in one State, escaping mto another, shall be dis- 
charged, but shall be delivered up on claim,” 
&c. Thus firmlyd@s negro slavery established 
by your Constitution in the southern States—the 
erying sin of our country—the consequences of 
which, recent events at the south but too fearfiul- 
ly indicate. Every Christian philanthropist while 
he anticipates the evil to come, deplores it, and 
prays God, for Christ's sake, to avert the dread 
calamity; in wrath to remembermercy. When 
you vote men into office, under this Constitution, 
you require them to swear to support it. How 
absurd the oath which enjoins the obligation to 
maintain at the same time both the liberty and 


slavery of the people. It had been well for our 
souttiern brethren long ago, to have followed the 
example of the Pennsylvania Quakers, who to 
theigdasting honor, set free all their slaves. But 
those who voted God out of the Constitution, and 
slavery into it, had another object in view. They 
maintain the strange paradox that a negro was a 


person, and that he was also property. That 





‘CH MAN, 
= ee . 2B » 
Girovicle.  -.. 


a, 


Pa 












‘they ha 





J a right to'consider hin as either th 

or the other, as they might choose. . 'That.con- 
siderirg the negroes as persons, they were enti- 
tled to be represented in Congress by white men, 
and accordingly the Censtitution gives to three- 
fifths of them such representation, amounting to 
about thirty members. This it is which gives the 
preponderating weight in Congress to the slave 
holding States, and has perpetuated amongst our 
people the traffic in human flesh. The horrors 
of this traffic, he would not depict—the separation 
of husband and wife, parent and child, brother 
and sister, he would leave to the imagination of 
his hearers to conceive. 

Secondly.—There is not only in the theory of 
your government, no recognition of God’s laws 
and sovereignty, but in its practical operation, its 
administration had been in conformity to its the- 
ery. Those who have been called to administer 
‘the government have not been men, making any 
public profession of Christianity. 

Washington was a man of valor and wisdom. 
He was esteemed by the whole world as a great 
and good man—but he was not a professing Chris- 
tian, at least not till after he was a President. 
When the Congress met at Philadelphia, Presi- 
dent Washington attended the Episcopal church. 
The Rector, Dr. Abercrombie, has told me that 
on the days when sacrament of the Lord’s 
supper was to be admifiistered, Washington’s cus- 
tom was to rise just before the ceremony com- 
menced, and walk out of the church. This be- 
came a subject of remark in the congregation as 
setting a badexample. At length the Doctor un- 
dertook to speak of it with a direct allusion to 
the President. Washington was heard afterwards 
to remark, that this was the first time a clergy- 
man had thus preached to him ; and that he should 
henceforth neither trouble the Doctor nor his con- 
gregation on such occasions; and ever after that 
upon communion days, he absented himself alto- 
zether from the church. 

The next President was the elder Mr. Adams. 
It is true he was a professor of religion ; but what 
sort of reiigion ? It was the religion of Dr. Priest- 
ly, the Socinian. After that Englishman came 
to this country to propogate his dangerous creed, 
Mr. Adams becamé a convert, and partook of the 
sacrament at his hands.—For this bold rejection 
of his Bon, God showed his displeasure by depri- 
ving Mr. Adams of the government at the end of 
the first four years. 

Mr. Jefferson was his successor.—Whatever 
difference of opinion there may have been as to 
his religious faith at the time, it is now rendered 
certain that he was a Deist. In the heat of the 
party discussions of the day, his political oppo- 
nents made this as a charge against him. His 
friends denied the charge and showed that he 
paid £50 a year to a clergyman.—The people 
were not convinced of the truth of the charge, 
and he was elected.— Although the Constitution 
prohibits any religious test, yet the people on va- 
rious occasions have made a religious test ; and I 
have no hesitation in saying, that had it been 
known to the people that Jefferson was a Deist, 
he would never haye been elected. That fact, 
after his Notes on Virginia, ought never to have 
been doubted by any reasonable man. That work, 
of itself, contains sufficient evidence of the fact, 

and I believe the influence of his example and 
name has done more for the extension of infidel- 
ity than any other man’s. Since his death, and 
the publication by his son-in-law,Randolph, there 
remains not the shadow of doubt of his infidel 
principles. If any man thinks there is, let him 
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$ for sale at Little’s 

and many other bookstores in this city. J do not 

recommend the purchase of 1t to any man, for it 

is one of the most wicked and dangerous books 

extant. But those who will, may there see and 
isfy themselves. 

e next President was Mi. Madison. ‘There 
is no evidence that he has yet made any profes- 
sion of religion. I have spoken to him on the sub- 
ject, but in his answers to me, he evaded any ex- 
pression whatever of his religious faith. He is 
the son of pious parents—his father was & re- 
markably pious professor ot the Christian faith. 
He brought up his children in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord. Mr. Madison while at 
college, was considered a pious young man. Af- 
ter receiving a liberal education, he went to stud- 


father, who remonstrated against it, believing, as 
he did, that Jefferson was a Deist. Having at- 
tained the honors of his profession, and shown 
himself possessed of uncommon talents for his 
years, he soon became distinguished, and was e- 
lected to Congress which framed the Federal 
Constitution. The part he took in the debates 
upon that instrument, furnished sufficient evi- 
dence of the infidel principles he had imbibed in 
his studies with Mr. Jefferson. Although he al- 
ways after those studies ended, had evaded, laugh- 
ingly, all of his father’s anxious inquiries in re- 
gard to his religious belief. He was a distinguish- 
ed member of that Convention, and one of the 
authors of a work of great merit,written in de- 
fence of the Constitution. For thé first four years 
he was Secretary of State of the United States, 
it was remarked ofhim that he diligently studied 
his Bible and that book only, on the Sabbath ; 
but in the next four years of his Secretaryship he 
became an aspirant for the Presidency, and from 
that time we hear no more of bis studies of the 
Bible. However this may be, I have seen no ey- 
idence as yet that he has made any public pro- 
fession of religion. 

Mr. Monroe succeeded liim. There is nothing 
in his history as to his religious faith. If he has 
ever made any profession of religion, the news- 
papers have not communicated it—at any rate I 
have never heard whether he did or not; and I 
believe he may be considered as an Athenian 
philosopher. 

The younger Adams was his successor as Pres- 
ident. I have reason to believe he embraces the 
Unitarian faith, pretty much the same which the 


and contributed to establish in the east. Th 
writings of the younger Adams show he has stud- 
ied the Scriptures considerably, but what his real 
belief is, or whether he has made any publie pro- 
session of Christiamty or not, I am not certain. 
The present Chief Magistrate I believe pays 
more respect to religion. [tis said he regularly 
attends church, but I cannot find that he hasmade 
any public profession of religion. Upon the whole, 
the history of the administrstion proves, that God 
is not honored, nor his laws observed, by those 
appointed to bear rule over the people under the 
Constitution. Like the kings of the Jews from 
the time ot Jeroboam, God says of them in Ho- 
sea. “they have set up kings, but not by me, they 
have made princes, but I knew it not.”—-Not that 
God did not know these men, but that they were 
not of his appointment, did not know and ‘ft- 
knowledge him, and he therefore did not recog- 
nise'them as set up by him. It might be suppo- 
sed by some that these were matters not to be 





discussed in the pulpit, but he thought, otherwise. 


y law with Mr. Jefferson, against the wishes of his, 


ters did Hot preach upon these subjects, it was 
not bec they did not think of them, and talk 
of them too, among themselves; they were the 
frequent subjects of conversation among them, 
and if they did not preach about them they did 
not do their duty. For his own part, he would 
fearlessly do his duty, and expose the vices and 
sins of the high as well as the low, regardless of 
the frowns or the favor of man. 

Having noticed all the Presidents, I may re- 
mark, said the preacher, that were we to look in- 
to the other departments of the General and State 
governments, among the members of Congress, 
we should find generally, the same deplorable 
disregard of religion among therr. I am told 
that Mr. Frelinghuysen, the worthy Senator from 
New-Jersey, states that out of all the members of 
the two houses of the last Congress he could find 
only seven who were willing to join him in the 
prayer meetings. I have conversed with the Pa. 
troon, upon this subject, and he thinks that inthe 
preceeding Congress there were a greater nun- 
ber of professors. 

Upon the whole, the religious state of those el- 
evated to high stations, at the seat of government, 
seems to be growing worse, and the same remarks 
might be applied to the State governments 
There are few who emulate the great example of 
Governor Vroom, of New-Jersey, or the late Goy- 
ernor Crafts, of Vermont. Of all the Governors 
of Pennsylvania and New-York, which the 
preacher enumerated, there were but two in the 
former, and one in the latter, (Mr. Jay,) who were 
professors of religion. If we are to believe the 
newspapers (said the preacher) on the sides of 
the different factions of the day, the crimination: 
and recriminations of the men in high stations; 
and especially, if we believe such men as Messrs, 
Ingham, Berrien and Branch, and for aught! 
know, they appear to be men entitled to credit— 
if we believe them, I say, the worst of vices ané 
immorality are encouraged by men in high places 
inthe government. Whenever the characters of 
such men become known, although the Constitu- 
tion disclaims any religious test, the people them- 
selves will make a religious test. They have 
done so. Look at the excitement which has pre- 
vailed with respect to the profanity and wicked- 
ness of Masonic oaths. It commenced with an 
obscure printer at Batavia, a small village in the 
interior of this State, five yearsago. It has been 
spreading from that day to this, and is stil 


tonishing rapidity. It bas gone from town 
to town, and from country to country, through the 
western part of this State and in Pennsylvania. 
It has carried Vermont. It will prevail in this 
State also—supported as it is by the talents of 
Spencer, a Maynard of the Senate, and other 
distinguished men. It has prevailed in several 
countries in Pennsylvania and will go through 
the whole of it. iknow that State, my native 
State, well, and I know it will spread through- 
out that commonwealth, and God only knows 
where it will end. This neglect, this dishonor, 
this profanation of the name of God, and of his 
Sabbaths, he will assuredly punish. It is grow- 
ing worse continually Look at your steamboats 
constantly plying on God’s holy day, between the 
two greatest cities of this State; your stages: 
your Sunday Mails; the thousands that go out of 
the city, rambling about its suburbs, upon the 
Rail Road and elsewhere upon the Sabbath, per- 
haps at the very moment! am now speaking: 
and where is the ic man—where is the mag-. 


Socinian, his father, imbibed from Dr. tT il under the guidance of the Holy spirit, 
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istrate—that issues his warrant, or raises his voice 
against these gross violations of God’s holy com- 
mandments? I have said; that generally speak- 
ing, we, asa’ people, were growing worse, more 
hardened in iniquity. 

I will state facts within my own observation, 
to prove this. In the year 1815, just after the 
war, I travelled across the country, through parts 
of Massachusetts, Rhode-Island and Connecti- 
cat, and remarked that during the whole distance, 
I had not seen any one intoxicated at taverns, nor 
heard a single profane vath, except once the words 
“J swear,” and that by a man holding a whipin 
his hand. 

Abeut six years ago I took the like journey a- 
gain through parts of the same States, and had 
occasion to remark the direct reverse of my ob- 
servations upon the former journey. Now, at 
almost every tavern [ saw persons drinking or 
intoxicated, and every where heard, frequently, 
the name of God protaned. 

The preacher said the application of this sub- 
ject demanded a rational reformation. In the 
uame of God the Son, the Redeemer of men, he 
exhorted this nation to reform. In the name of 
the Triune Jehovah, he invoked the Divine influ- 
ence on the hearts of the people of this nation, 
aud especially upon his hearers, to enable them 
to treasure up these things in their memory; and 
contribute their time, their talents, and their in- 
fluence to produce national repentance and ref- 
formation. ete. etc. etc. 





ON THE “ WORD,” OR “ LOGOS.” 

“In the beginning was the word, and the word 
was with God, and the word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God. All taings were 
made by him; and without him was not any thing 
made that was made.” 
We are requested by a friend, to offer some 
remarks on this introduction to the gospel of 
John.—In complying with the request, we would 
direct the attention of the reader to the following 
particulars. : 
i. The word which is rendered word, has in 
the New Testament, above thirty distinct signi- 
fications. Among others, it signifies power, wis- 
dom and reason. 
2. It must be remembered that it is of the 
masculine gender, and therefore, when it is said 
that “all things were made by Aim,” that him re- 
fers to the word; and unless we admit that a per- 
sonification has been used, it would read, all 
things were made by it. 
3. Personification is a common thing in scrip: 
ture. ‘Thus we read, “He that rejecteth me and 
receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth 
him; the word which I have spoken, the same 
shall judge him in the last day.” Here the word 
is made a judge. Personal properties are attri- 
buted to the word of God. Thus, “By the word 
of the Lord were the heavens made.”—His 
word runneth very swiftly.” 
4. If, then, we suppose this word tu be some 
inherent property of the Deity—some quality or 
qualities, which have always resided in him, by 
which he created 4ll things, and by which he still 
manifests himself in his works, it is unimportant 
that we should know the real meaning of the Jo- 
gos, or word. If we should say that the word de- 
noted the power of the Deity, acting under the 


guidance of his wisdom, we should perhaps, not 


deviate far from the true meaning. 
5. With this signification of the term, the 


Word, and the word was with God.”—That is, 
the power of God, aided in its operations by de- 
vine wisdom, has been with God:from the be- 
ginning. It is not a being, whickemanated from 
the Deity, or which exists in a separate state 
from him. “And the word was God.”—The 
qualities of the Deity denoted by the Logos, or 
Word are essential to his character as God, and 
not to be considered as constituting any other 
being. “All things were made by him.”—That 
is, by this Word, or the energies of this wisdom, 
were all things originally made. 

6. “The Word was made flesh.” We give 
the language of professor Norton, on this passage. 
—‘“This seems to us no very harsh figure to de- 
note what we believe to have been intended— 
that the divine power was manifested.in a hu- 
man form, through Jesus Christ. But if there 
should seem to be any difficulty in this expres- 
sion, it may assist our conceptions to know, that 
according to a common use of the term logos, it 
might be applied to any being, through whom 
the divine power was strikingly manifested. Thus 
Philo calls Moses the divine logos, and the High 
Priest a logos.” 

Dr. Priestly thus remarks on this passage.— 
“This divine light was so eminently displayed 
in Christ that it may be said, that the Logos or 
the divine wisdom and power, appeared in a hu- 
man furm, so that being invisible, as it necessari- 
ly is in the divine being himself, whose attribute 
it is, it became the object of our senses.” 

For an able article on this subjeet, we refer 
the reader to the Unitarian Miscellany, Vol. 1, 
No. &.—We acknowledge our debt to it, forjthe 
arguments contained inthe above remarks. Any 
treatise on the opinions of the Unitarians, will 
furnish comments on. this portion of scripture. 
Yates’ vindication, is a work to which we can re- 
fer those who are curious on this subject, as an 
able and candid production.— Anchor. 


RELIGIOUS INDEPENDENCE IN VER- 
MONT. 
From the following article our readers will learn that 
we have in Vermont, at least, one editor of a political 
journal who has the independence to express his disap- 
probation not of ‘‘ religion puré and undefiled,” but of 
four day meetings. We hope for the sake of that relig- 
ion other editors in this State will follow the example and 
**do likewise.”” 
FOUR DAYS MEETINGS. 
We conceive it the duty of the Editor ofa 
public Journal, to expose hypocricy in every 
shape and correct the many errors into which 
mankind are daily falling. We have heretofore 
said but little in regard to the effects of Four 
Days meetings.—We wished to remain silent un- 
til we became perfectly convinced of their good 
or bad effect ; and we believe we have now suf- 
ficient reason to state that they have been a pos- 
itive injury to the country. We have noticed at 
least, as many as twenty suicides connected with 
these fanatical excitements;and three or four 
cold blcoded murders! ~ Yes, where the father, 
wild in insanity, has stained his hands with the 
blood of his innocent offspring !—Whatever 
tends to improve the moral and religious condi- 
tion of the people—whatever serves to purify 
the heart, and to raise the mind in adoration to 





every man. But the question arises, do these 
protracted meetings have this effect? Do they 


the heart, tend to dethrone reason and overturn 
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not, instead of refining the mind and purifying 


There is 
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vince the most zéalons sectariau. Then why 
must they be tolerated? Why do not the peo- 
ple raise their voice against them, and point out 
to the minister ot the gospel the necessity of dis- 
continuing them? If the. untiring efforts of 
our priests are to be concentrated in these mee- 
tings, the tine will soon arrive when. almost.ev- 
ery family in the country will have a maniac, as 
an inmate! The husband will mourn fora wife 
—a wife for a husband—a parent for a, son, and 
a brother for a sister! The extent of the evil 
cannot be foretold. But the evil will. surely 
come, with all its horrors of murder and despair ! 
God forbid that we should do any thing to in- 
jure the cause of religion—our aim is to aid it. 
We cannot discover the holy principle of that 
zeal which leads te suicide, and murder—we 
cannot discover how the Creator is worshiped 
in that religion which leads to insanity—nor 
can we see why the continuance of these pro- 
tracted meetings is persisted in, when experi- 
ence has proved them a positive injury to the 
spread of pure religion. We appeal to the good 
sense of the people if our remarks are not foun- 
ded on reason—if they are not such as are dic- 
tated by every mind, unbiassed by bigotry and 
superstition? Ifso, why not instruct our min- 
isters in the path they should pursue: and, by a 
heartfelt adoration, convince them that the Crea- 
tor’s love is abundant, and freely bestowed upon 
all who ask for it in sincerity and holiness. 
Every person should take this subject home to 
his bosom. Let him picture to himself the ago- 
ny and despair that follows Insanity—let him 
draw aside the veil that shrouds futurity, and 
behold his wife—the tender companion of his 
bosom, weltering in her own blood—a victim to 
blind fanaticism and distempered zeal. Does 
his heart not quake—is his hand not palsied with 
fear! Well may he feel thus—well may the 
bare picture startle him. But the reality—the 
horrible reality—alas ! how vain the attempt to 
bring its dreadful consequences home to our bo- 
soms !— Eds. Vermont Patriot. 


THE TRIANGLE. 

The three sides of which we will state as fol- 
lows: 
Ist “Though hand join in hand, the wicked 
shall nof be unpunished.” “But he that doeth 
wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath 
done: and there is nc respect of persons.” ‘The 
soul that sinneth, it shall die.” ‘The wicked 
shall be turned into hell and all the nations that 
forget God,” who will by no means clear the. guil- 
ty.” —Scripture. 

2d. “There is not a just man upon earth that 
doeth good and sinneth not.”—“If we say that 
we have not sinned, we make hima liar, and 
his word is not in us.” “For all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God.”—Scripture. 

3d. “All mankind by their fall lost commu- 
nion with God, are under his wrath and curse, 
and so made liable to all the miseries of this 
life, to death itself, and to the pains of hell for 
ever.” “Every sin deserveth God’s wrath and 
cufse, both in this life and in that which is to come” 
—Catechism. ' 

Query. Ifthere are no means by which God 
will clear the guilty, and if all have sinned, and 
if the sinner justly deserves endless misery, how 
many will be saved.? S. J. H. 








“For this is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour, who will all men 





the structure of the human mind? 


abundant evidence of this fact—sufficient to con- 


to be saved and come unto the knowledge of 
the truth.” — Scripture. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
BETWEEN TWO SISTERS. 
Dear anv Lovie Sister :— 

Although we are 
separated by the vast Atlantic ocean, yet my heart 
is often with you. Oft have I wept; oft have I 
ai and longed to be in your presence and fill- 
ed with your company. Many a time, when kind 
sleep has laid its mystic hand upon me, and care- 
fully locked up the avenues of sensation, my mind 
has taken a sudden flight.—crossed the briny o- 
cean, quick as thought,—entered the parlour of 
my beloved sister,— mingled my tears of joy with 
hers,and wept upon the neck of my dear Amanda. 
But alas ! I have as ofien awoke out of these gol- 
den dreams, and found, to my sorrow, that I had 
only been watering my pillow.—Yet whenever 
my wind is pressed with deep reflections, it is dis- 
posed to make one of those nightly visits. 

I have some time past, been engaged in seri- 
ous reflections on theological questions, and have 
no friend to whom I can unbosom myself but my 
Amonda.—You know that our dear parents have 
for some time considered me to be sceptical, and 
nothing can give them more pain than to call in 
question the truth of any of their religious dog- 
mas. Oft havel prayed to the Author of exis- 
tenee, if that creed we have been covnpelled to 
drink in with our mother’s milk, be true, He 
would deign to give me an advice that my un- 
derstanding could comprehend; thatI need not 
be compelled to believe through the understand- 
ing of another. But as often as I attempt to rec 
oncile orthodoxy with the principles of reason and 
common sense, [am compelled to tura fron, the 
comparison with disgust, and give it up as hope- 
jess. When I consider my youth and experi- 
ence, and take a view of the many thousands, 
who cheerfully subscribe to the old creed, and be- 
lieve it to be true, but, awfully sacred, my mind 
is thrown into the greatest confusion, and [ am 
almost led to wish I had been an idiot, or some 
animal which did not possess the power of reflec- 
tion and anticipation. 

For some months past there has been much ex- | 
citement in this couitry, by what is termed a re-| 
ligious revival. I frequentiy attend divine wor- 
shép, as it is called, where I scarcely ever hear a| 
ny thing but declamations of wrath and vengeance | 
against the unregenerate sons and daughters of 
Adam. And yet we are told, by these enthusi- 

astic declaimers, that the work of regeneration 

ean only be performed by infinite power; and 
that a ainnerean do nothing that will recommend 
himself to divine favour ; but we are informed in 
the same breath, that if we do not do something, 
we must be eternally damned. When I return 
from such a scene of terror and confusion, my 
feelings are again insulted by being compelled to 
repeat the old confession of taith, in which J read, 
that God has foreordained whatsoever comes to 
pass: and that for his own good pleasure he hath 
predestinated some men and angels to eternal 
life, and others to eternal wrath! I then ask my 
parents, if these elect men and angels can sin, 
and forfeit their destined happiness: I am an- 
Swered in the negative. If f push my ingniries 
further, and ask, is it possible for the reprobates 
to alter their condition in the next world by any 
thing they can do in this? Iam immediately 
frowned into silence, and told that I have no bu- 
siness to pry into the secret councils of Ged. If 
I tell them I cannot see how God could be good 
or just, to make creatures for the express purpose 
of damning them , they tell me that I am an infi- 








with those lesser globes which shine with borrow- 


del, anda blasphemer. Thus I am compelled, 
for the sake of and in reverence to my pa- 
rents,to keep my mind to myself, and reflect in 
silence: and many are my silent reflections. — 

I have, of Jate, had many reflections on the 
common idea of a day of judgment. If God has 
foreordained whatsoever comes to pass, I cannot 
see how he can judge the world; or upon what 
principle of justice he can punish the wicked, 
seeing they have done no more than he foreor- 
dained they should do, even before they had ex- 
istence. It appears to me, to be contray to eve- 
ry principle of wisdom and goodness’ to suppose 
that God would make worlds, and people them 
with intelligent beings, and then get in a pet with 
the works of his hands, and burn them up. This 
looks too much like the follies of our child-hood, 
when we used to build vob pens in our doll hcus- 
es, and when they would no longer please us, we 
would knock them down, for the purpose of re- 
building them. 


I scarcely ever look at the wonderful works of 
God without being shocked with the absurdity of 
the common idea of a day of judgment. Since I 
have been studying the science of astronomy, I 
have taken great delight in viewing the heavenly 
bodies. A few evenings ago, I walked out in the 
parlor yard, as the god of day was hiding his bla- 
zing face beneath the western horizon ‘Just a- 
bove the departing luminary hung the broken frag- 
ments of a blue cloud, streaked with crimson red, 
and hung around with golden tinsels, while the 
last glimpse or sunshine faded on the eastern 
mountains. The scenery was grand and sublime 
beyond description. Just as the light of day fa- 
ded in the heavens, the full moon appeared over 
the eastern mountains, rising above the blue 
ground of a sullen cloud, the base of which res- 
ted on the irregular summit of the mountain top. 
The zenith was serene, without a passing cloud, 
decorated with those fixed stars, or distant suns 
which illuminate other worlds; and ornamented 








ed light. Venus seemed to lead the mystic dance. 
All nature cried aloud “there is a God.” 1 almost 
fancied I could see the satellites of Venus and 
Jupiter with the naked eye. The scene filled 
my soul with the purest devotion, and wrapped 
my fancy in heavenly contemplation. Here, said 
I, is the true book of God, which gives us a cor-| 
rect history of his works, his character, and. his 
perfections. I sat me down in a chair, which I 
had provided for the purpose, that I might read 
this true book of God. While thus contempla- 
ting the wodderful works of nature, the beauty, 
the harmony and order, and the utility that per- 
vaded the whole ; my attention was arrested by 
the vociferations of some enthusiastic fanatic, 
who, that moment, in a chapel, on the! opposite 
‘side of the street, was telling his astonished hear- 
ers of an awful day, when that glorious sun, I 
had just seen hiding his blazing face below the 
western horizon, should be"wrapped;in sack eloth 
of blackness—belch out magazines of fire—‘‘the 
moon assume a bloody hue—catch the flame and 
make haste to die’—burning worlds in thick dis- 
order run—dash and crush against each other, till 
a general wreck of matter should ensue. This 
daring fanatic had all creation wrapped in fire 
and flame in a moment—in the twinkling of an 
eye—devils howling, sinners screaming, and hell 
groaning and conyulsed to its very centre. He 
represented all heaven itself struck with astonish- 
ment to see the works of God reduced to ashes. 


gressiou—a murk of divine vengeance agains 
sin! 

I turned my vyes ance more to the heavens an 
gazed upen the full moon which seemed to be 
walking the heavens in majestic grandeur, eur- 
rounded by all the blazing lamps of night. Those 
shiaing luminaries, said | te myvelf, are inhaditerd 
globes, peopled with various animals ; and noe 
doubt witb rational and intelligent beings, sach as 
man, who inhabits this earth. And will the Ged 
of the universe, who weighs the actions of all his 
creatures in the balance of justice, destroy those 
worlds with their millions of inhabitants because 
the first man and womon who iahabited this globe ate 
an apple? My very soul sickened within me at 
the thought. All the rational powers ef my mind 
forbade the belief of suc: insulting absurdity. Phe 
revolving worlds which move in sublime order in 
the distant heavens, seemed to smile with silent 
contempt at the ignorance of the deluded worm, 
who by this time had driven his hearers into a 
state of mental derangement—many of them 
were already erying to the rocks and moantains 
to fall on them, and hide them from the face of 
that God who is the sinner’s best and only friend. 

I would not have you to think, my dear sister, 
that I am an enemy toreligion: No, I admire the 
example and precepts of Jesus Christ, and firmly 
believe, if I could be indulged with the liberty to 
do so, I could form a system of explanation on 
the New Testament which would reconcile it to 
the principles of reason and sound philosophy. It 
appears to me, that those scriptures which speak 
of the burning of the heavens and the earth are 
highly figuratively. Let me hear from my dear 
Amanda on this subject. 

] am yours, in the bonds 
of affection and love, till death, 
LUCINDA 
ar 
Liverroor, July, 4, 1830. 

My dear Lucinda:—t have just this moment 
received your letter without date, and make no 
delay in answering the same. It would have 
eased my almost bursting heart contd } have re- 
alized one of your goldeu dreams, and found you 
in my parlor, mingling your tears with mine. 
But as this was not the will of heaven, TF could 
but water your lines, by myself, and alone. _ 
It affords me much pleasure to find that my 
dear sister is inclmed to the study of religion: 
and that pleasure is much inereased to learn that 
she possesses an independent soal, and 1s no ton- 
geggpempered by the shackles of a false editica- 
tio. As to that reverence to our parents which, 
you say, forbids you to call in question their relig- 
ious creeds, whilesin their presence, prudence 
will dictate for you on that subject. We ought 
never to hurt the feelings of a parent knowingly 
and intentionally ; bat the creeds, of our parents 
can have no moral obligation upon our conscience. 
Ifthis was the case, every one would be bound to 
believe the creed of their fathers, whether born 
christian, heathen, Jew, or Musselman, ‘There- 
fore we have a right to investigate all creeds, 
however sacred they may be esteemed. 

As to the common idea of a day of judgment, 
which sees to have given you many anxious 
thoughts, you appear to be sufliciently enlighten- 
ed on that subject, if you will be .governed by 
your ownunderstanding. God will never destroy 
the works of his own hands: neither do the 
scriptures teach any such absurdity. You are 








correct im Concluding that the greatiday of bur- 
ning spoken of in the scriptures is highly figure- 





All this, he said, was the effect of Adam’s trans- 


tive The day of judgment, is simply the gospel 
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Testament “the day of our Lord Jesus; and in 
the Oli, “the day of the. Lord.” When Jesus 
Christ came into the world, it was for judgment. 
Bee Juhn ix. 39. “And Jesus guid, for judgment | 
1 am come into this world.” In speaking to ns 
disciples, he spake of the day of judgment in the 
present tense ; “now is the judgment of this world.” 
St. Peter declared that the time had come, in this 
day, that judgment must begin—St. Paul affirms 
that in this day Jesus Christ was ready to judge 
the quick and the dead. As to this day of judg- 
ment, it is called in the scriptures of the Old and 
New ‘Testament, « day of burning; a day which 
shall be tried by fire —a fiery trial, &c. Mala- 
chi, spenking of the coming of the Messiah, asks, 
who may abide the day of his coming ? and de- 
elares when he cometh lie will sit as a refiner’s 
fire. See Mal. iii 2. And in chapter 4, he says 
that the day, when he cometh should burn as an 
open oven. Daniel prophesied of the coming of 
the Son of man to judge the world, and declared 
that his throne was like a fiery flame, and_ his 
wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued 
and came forth from before him. See Daniel vi. 
9.10. Our Saviour declares, xii 49. “I am 
come to send fire on the earth, and what will I, 
if it he already kindled :” he also says that every 
one should be salted with fire. St Paul, speaking 
of the gospel dispensation, says “every man’s 
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j and the moon turned into load,” and declares | you treat him wit Wil you speak ne 
that it should take place in the same generation | encouraging word to him? Will yow mortify 


in which he was crucified.—See Matt. xxiy. 29— | him by extolling athers only to make bum feel 


34. Mark xii. 24-30, and Luke xxi. 25—32. 
There are passages of the good old book, which 
have been strangely perverted, to work upon the 


his own inferiority?’ Will you withhold those 
little encouragements which cost’ nothing—yet 


give him ctery thing? Friends, do not needless- 
fears and passions of the weak and credulous. ly mortify, aggravate or distress the feelings of 
There are many drones in the church. my dear | such a young preacher. Do not dishearten. him 
sister, who live on the Jabor of the people, andjin the good work, but hold up his hands, that 
their wealth by keeping there in ignoranee and ; the rod of truth and righteousness may prevail, 
superstition. They are truly to be dreaded as} and that a mutual blessing may enrich both. 
the curse and bane of society. | A word withal to young preachers themselves. 
I rejoice that your mind is so early freed from | Beware of flattery as you would of poisoned hon- 
priestly influence. I am happy to hear you are,ey. Study to know yourselves. Be humiile, 
engaged in the pleasing and profitable study of |modest, and faithful in your high calling, that 
nature. In this book you will find a light that | your praise may be not of men, but ofGod. On 
will keep you above the fogs of superstition. J) the other hand, beware of desporidency on ac- 





send you my prayers 2nd tears on this paper. 
I am your loviug sister till death, 
AMANDA 

YOUNG PREACHERS. 

The Inity in generai of all denominations are ; 
very injudicious in the treatment of their young } 
preachers. Flattery and contempt are the Seyl-' 
la and Charybdis, between which young preach- | 


ers are doomed to navigate their clerical barks. | 


If they do not founder on one or the ‘other of | 
these rocks, they will make a successful voyage | 
to their desired haven—But wo to those who! 








works shall be made manifest : for the day shall 
declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; 
and the fire shall try every man’s work. See Ist 
Corinthians iii. 13. St. Peter tells his brethren 
that these fiery trials were for the trial of their 
faith Sce 2nd Peteri7, and iv 12. And at 
that time of fiery trial, he informs us that the 
heavens and the earth should be on fire, and the 
elements should melt with fervent heat. Not 
the literal heavens ‘terd earth,» but the Jewish 
church and Gentile world, which allegorically is 
called, in the scriptures, heaven and earth. ‘The 
elements, whieh were to melt with fervent heat, 
belonged to the heavens, and not to the earth; 
and consequently were not the elements literal- 
ly speaking, buttthose weak and beggarly elements, 
or ordinance of the Jewish church ; which heay- 
ens were to pass away with a great noise; and 
the elements to perish in the using thereof. “The 
earth and theworks thereof”’—meaning the Gen- 
thile world and their works of idolatry , which 
“were to undergo a great change in that day of 
burning. 

To talk of elements melting, literally, would 
be rank nonsense. The four literal elements, 
said to compose this- globe, are, air, fire, carth 
and water.—To talk of melting air, fire, or water, 
would be nonsense indeed ! 

But in this day of general burning, not only 
the Jewish heavens, with their weak and beggarly 


strike, they must either sink to rise no more or | 
lif fortunate enough to escape, make a precari- | 
lous voyage fraught only with toil and danger. | 
Preachers are men. Think what they may, | 
they belong to the human race—they have fee- | 
lings—they have passions—they have vanity, like | 
other men. They differ from one another like | 
the rest of their race. Some of them have many | 
talents, others have few; some great minds, and | 
others little ones ; some amiable dispositions and | 
winning manners, others unamiable and repul- 
sive. Some excel in speech, others in writing : | 
some in doctrine, others in exhortation ; some in 
pulpit oratory, othersin pastoral visitation ; some | 
in one gift and some ir another. And lastly 
some of them are worthy to be loved and hen-| 
ored as the best of mankind, whilst others led a-| 
way with temptation, or perhaps sold to hypocri- | 
sy, become the utter detestation of all good men. 
If a young clergyman at hissetting out in the} 
ministry be incessantly admired and flattered, for | 
comeliness of person, for elegance of delivery, 
for beauty of language, for brilliancy of ideas, 
for strength of argument, for pathos of address, | 
for persuasiveness of manner, &c. &c. he runs | 
the most imminent risk of becoming a ~ spoiled | 
child.” That is to say, a vain, pert, self-conceited, | 
lazy, ungrateful, domineering clerical coxcomb— | 
the pity and execration of all sensible men—a| 
mill stone about the neck of the church well cal- | 
culated to sink her honor in the depths of the sea. | 





elements were to be dissolved, but their sun and 
moon, those Jewish lights, were to be darkened. 
See the prophesy of Joel, chapter ii. 3i. “The 


This kind of idolatry portends perdition to its | 
idol—and the vessel which has ballast enongh | 
not to overturn with her sails set before such a} 





count of human dispraise and neglect. Endure 
hardness as a good soldier, and seek the appro- 
val of Him who judgeth without respect of per- 
sons. When you hear another praised, join if 
you conscientiously can in the applanse, but 
above al] do not repine. Strive to deserve hon- 
or, and sf it be withholden ftom yor, comfort 
yourself with the reflection that it is your due. 
and with the assurance that sooner or Jater it will 
be rendered. Jn one word, rerstvers, and God 
will give you the victory—Jndependent Mes¢en- 
ger. 





ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

Messrs. Editors—Not long since, on the Sab- 
bath day, an orthodox lady in this city, passed by 
the Universalist Church, at the hour im which 
the congregation were dismissed: She no doubt 
expected to see a motley and heterogenous com- 
pany, and thus be furnished with a fruitful topic 
for the discussion of the fea table, or perhaps, 
have a lucrative subject for a premium tract. How 
much she was disappointed i her expectations. 
may he gathered from the following words, 
which were the exact expression which she made 
use of, as far as I can remember—“I_ was rouch 
astonished in seeing so many respectable fook- 
ing young men and ladies come out of the Uni- 
versalist Church; TF should think, from appearan- 
ces, there were some respectable people who at- 
tended that meeting!!!" . 

i would recommend this lady, who has been 
so much deceived by what she witnessed outside 
of the church, to attend a few Sabbaths inside. 
Having been prejudiced against Universalists, 
by report, which represents them to be the “off 
seourmg of the earth,” it is more thaa probable 
that her prejudices against the doctrines they 
teach, are derived from the same source. Since 
she acknowledges that the ‘appearance of the 
congregation was respectable, if she would be 
willing to hear as well as see, she might find that 
the doctrine taught was no less respectable. 
Anchor. 


FAULTS AT FOUR DAY MEETINGS. 
1. Contempt of Christians belonging to other 





sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon! gale, will safely outride the fiercest tempest. | denominations. 


into blood, before the great and terrible day of 
the Lord come.” That this great and terrible 
day of the LORD meant the gospel dispensation 
is evident from the next verse “and-it shall come 
to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of 
the LORD shall be delivered; for in mount Zion 
and in Jerusalem there shall be deliverance (or 
salvation) as the Lord hath said, and in the rem- 
nant whom the Lord shall eall. St. Peter applies 
this prophecy to the opening of the dispen- 
sation. See Acts ii. 16. Jesus ist himself 
fixes the time when “the sun should be darkened 


Friends— if you have a promising young preach- 
er, do not spoil him with flattery. But there is 
a rock on the other side equally dangerous. Per- 
haps your clergyman is a young man of plain per- 
son, of indifferent delivery, of sound but home- 
ly diction, of solid but unornamented expression, 
of decent, rather thaa prepossessing address ; 
perhaps you can see many things in his person, 
his manner, his style of speech, his general char- 
acter, that have not yet undergone the polish, 
which experience and maturity alone bestow. 
Will you se¢k out all his deficiencies? Will 








2. Violence to the passions of nervous and sen- 
sitive persons. 

3. Wild, terriffic and unauthorized desériptions 
of the future state. 

4. Taking persons by the hand or otherwise 
diseriminating them, and presumptuously denoun- 
cing upon them the implacable wrath of God, if 
they do not repent within a certain specified num- 
ber of minutes or hours. 

5. Publicly relating fabulous anecdotes for ef- 
fects’ sake. 

6, Requesting and putting up prayers in the 


: 
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i 
congregation for an impenitent husband, wife, 
relative or friend. : 

7. Holding whispering conferences for the in- 
struction of professed inquirers. 

8. Calling on persons desiring religion to stand 
up and be prayed for in public assembly, and 
then anathematizing those who remain sedted as 
hell-deserving reprobates. : 

9, Calling on the members of the church to dis- 
tinguish themselves by some peculiar attitude from 
the rest of the congregation, and in that attitude 
to.pray with the ministers for sinners. 

10. Representing religion to consist in mere 
belief, ecstacy of mind, and zealous profession, to 
the disregard of fixed principles and habits of 
moral conduct. 

1]. Publishing exaggerated and ostentatious 
accounts of revival operations in various sections 
of the country. 

12. Idolatrous devotion to the interests of a 
mere sect, and consequent hostility to all chris- 
tians, however meritorious, who will not join in 
promoting those interests. 

‘These are several of the capital evils connec- 
ted with modern revivals, protracted meetings 
and excitements, which we feel in duty bond to 
expose and censure. Ind. Mess. 
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“<{ have set Watchmen on thy walls, 0 Jerusalem,” 
~ MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS. 

Br. Fayette Mace will h at Bridgewater next Sab- 
bath, eameaiemay and at Randolph on the Ist Sabbath in Jan- 
nb. GARFIELD,will preach at Tunbridge next Sab- 
bath, (to-morrow.) “ 

Br. PALMER will preach at the Court House in this village 
on the first Sabbath in January. 

Br. Joun Moore will preach at Claremont, N. H. on the 
first Sabbath in Januaty, and a lecture in the evening at the 
Hall of Mr. Hall in Gareich, near Windsor Bridge. 
brethren have it in contemplation to organize a Society at that 
time. 

The editor will preach at Barre on the Ist Sabbath in Janua- 











ry. 

Rr. S. C. Lovetayp will preach at Pomfret to-morrow. 

Br. WARREN SKINNER will preach at the Court House in 
this village on the third Sabbath in January. ‘ 





TOTHE EDITOR OF THE VERMONT TEL- 
EGRAPH. 

Dear Sir, I sincerely regret the typographical errors 
which escaped my observation in the conclusion of a 
letter purporting to have been written by a correspondent 
in Heath, Mass. I beg of you to believe me, Sir, when 
| say that it was not éntentional on my part. You will 
perceive that I have done you and your correspondent 
justice it you will look under the head of Errata. Cer- 
tainly, Sir, I could have no object in suffering the error 
in the proof sheet to remain uncorrected, for I do honest- 
ly believe that if your correspondent has embraced the 
doctrine of endless damnation, fhe will be, as he honestly 
confesses, “but an unprofitable servant.” You will read- 
ily perceive then, that, entertaining the same opinion of 
your correspondent, I could have no object in intention- 
ally suffering the error to pass uncorrected. 

With respect to the error in the article written over 
the signature of ‘‘W. 8.” which appeared in the Watch- 
man of the 14th July, you say :— 

-‘Sometime in July last, the editor of the Watchman 
inserted in that paper, over the signature of W. S. an ar- 
ticle in which language used by ourselves was grossly 
misquoted for the purpose of ridicule. The following is 
4 sentence from that article. 


“Now sir, although you very wisely tell your 


readers that this common error in quoting this | 45 
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Prit: must beg leave spiritually to dissent from 
this opinion.” 

For the sake of this low witticism, and to make 
our observations appear ridiculous, the word 
“spiritually” was thus substituted for “essential- 
ly,” the original reading. This was noticed in 
the Telegraph and duly forwarded to the Watch- 
man; but the editor, who might otherwise be sup- 
posed to have been imposed upon by his corres- 
pondent, made no correction; at least none was 
received by us.” 

Now, Sir, suppose that this typographical error (for 
such it was) was not corrected, the fact that W. S. im- 
mediately preceding his own comments gave a fair and 
correct quotation from your own article and included the 
sentence which embraced the word “essentially,” is of 
itself evidence sufficient to convince every reader of the 
Watchman (yourself excepted) that the error in question 
was not intentional, and “for the purpose of ridicule.” 
Had there been any design on the part of my correspon- 
dent or myself to have misquoted your language ‘‘for the 
purpose of ridicule,” it would have been done in the ex- 
tract, which, as you will perceive, was not the fact. But 
this criticising and quibbling I have reason to believe was 
resorted to by yourself as a pretext for not replying to 
W. S.. and to impress on the minds of your readers the 
idea that Universalists are in the habit of treating their 
opponents unfairly. A much easier course to pursue, I 
acknowledge, than to refute their writings. I do not 
speak of this as a rare proceeding, for it is one character- 
istic ot limitarians generally. 

But be it known to you, Sir, that the error you mention 
in the article of the 14th July, was noticed and regretted 
by my correspondent, in the number of Aug. 27; and I 
took special care to forward that number to the Vermont 
Telegraph ; and it was somewhat remarkable if you did 
not receive it. But fearing that you may not have re- 
ceived it, I forward you another of the same number; 
and I hope, Sir, after reading the article of «W. 8,” and 
the corrections I have made in the letter from Heath, 
Mass. you will notonly fulfil your promise, and ‘give 
the name of your correspondent,” but acknowledge that 
the charges you have made against me are unjustifiable. 

You say :—“*Now we have not been accustomed to re- 
gard a paper which descends to the practice of such gross 
imposition upon the public, as having very high claims 
upon its neighbors for explanations or correspondence in 
any way. Itis a hard case, when one is obliged to un- 
dertake with a paper which has not the honesty to give 
quotations fairly.” Now, Sir, this excuse is done away. 
You can no longer offer as an excuse for not engaging in 
correspondence” or controversy, or of giving “‘explan- 
tions,” that I have not made the requisite correttions. 
You will therefore proceed to defend yourself and your 
darling sentiments from the charges embraced in the 
article of my correspondent W. S., unless you think of 
some other pretext for evading them. 

W. BELL. 


BRIEF SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


“T also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock 
when your fear cometh.”—Prov. i: 26 


Question. Who will laugh and mock? 

Answer. Wisdom, which is personified. See verse 
20 to the text. See likewise Prov. chapter viii and ix. 

‘« And they prayed and said, Thou, Lord, which know- 
est the hearts of all men, show whether of these two 
thou hast chosen, that he may take part of this mini 
and} apostleship from which Judas by transgression fell, 
that he might go to his own place.”—Acrts i: 24, 25 

Ques. That who might go to his own place ? 

Ans. The one the Lord should choose. See verse 
23. It will be correctly understood if the words, “ from 
which Judas by transgression fell,” are included in 
brackets. 

“ And Jesus said unto him, verily Isay unto thee, to 
day shalt thou be with me in paradise.”—Luyxe xxii: 








, doess “not spiritually injure the sense”) Exp. Verily, to day I say unto thee, thou shalt Be 


with me in paradise. 

“Jesus said unto them verily, verily I say unto you, 
before Abraham was I am.—St. Jonw viii: 58 

Exp. Before. Abraham was, I was in the divine prom- 
ise made to Abraham. See verse 56. . 

‘©And it came to pass by the way in the inn, that the 
Lord met him (Moses) and sought to kill him.—Exo- 
Dusiv: 24. 

Ques, What Lord met Moses and sought to kill 
him? 

Ans. The lord of the inn who was exasperated at 
Moses on account of his demand to have his child cir- 
cumcised. 

‘He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not shall be damned.—Manx 
xvi: 16. 

Question 1. 
believe ? 

2. What is the baptism spoken of in the text? 

3. When is the salvation to be enjoyed ? 

4. When is the unbeleiver to be damned ? 

5. Who are unbelievers? 

Ans. The unbeliever is called upon to believe the 
gospel. see Galatians iii, last clause of 8th verse. 

2. The baptism is the Holy Ghost—the baptism of 
Jesus, foretold by John the Baptist. 

3. The salvation is enjoyed when the unbeliever be- 
comes a believer. See Romansi: 16. 

4. The unbeliever will remain in a state of condem- 
nation or damnation till he believes the gospel which 
“is the record God hath given of his Son.” See 1 John 
10, 11,12. ** He that doubteth is damned.” See Ro- 
mans xiv: 23. 

5. All those are unbelievers who disbelieve that all 
nations, families, and kindreds of the earth shall be 
blessed in the promised seed whichis Jesus Christ. 


What is the unbeliever called upon to 





There is a class of men who profess to be the subjects 
of certain spiritual operations, and they attempt to dis- 
prove the arguments of those who are opposed to modern 
revivals by saying that all such as oppose them are not 
qualified to judge ot these excitements, having never es- 
perienced their operations on themselves. The follow- 
ing extract form an article in the Magazine and Advocate 
we deem appropriate. 

“Moreover he thinks Mr. Gannet is not quali- 
fied to judge correctly of the nature and tenden- 
cy of modern revivals. And why not? Why, 
because he cannot judge experimentally—he has 
never experienced their operation on himself! To- 
deed! Then a man cannot judge whether anoth- 
er is a maniac til he becomes one himself! 
cannot tell whether his neighbor has the fe 
and ague, till he feels the burnings and chillings 
in his own system! A man, to judge whether 
Shakerism or Mormonism is a delusion or a re- 
ality, must himself become a Shaker or a Mor- 
monite!. Excellent logic this” 


CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 

When the consequences attending the public execution 
of a fellow being are taken into consideration, who can 
be an advocate for capital punishment ? In addition to the 
corruption of morals and the destruction of health, which 
invariably follow an attendance on these murderous 
transactions, they are peculiarly calculated to harden the 
heart, and freeze up all the finer and nobler feelings of 
civilized man, and render him more like the cruel sava- 
ges of the wilderness. The following notice of the exe- 
cution of Dibdell Holt at Buffalo, N. Y. is sufficient to 
sicken the heart of every philanthropist, and cause him 
to regret that he belongs to the same race of beings who 
can seemingly exult in beholding their fellow clay writh- 
ing in the agonies of death. 


Dispeut Hour was hung at Buffalo, N. Y. Qist 


inst. for the murder of his wife. He denied pre- 
vious malice, but struck her on the head with a 








hammer he had in his hand for another purpose, 
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because of words of strong provocation used by 
his wife, which he would not mention. He had 
kept a grog shop, and acknowledged that he was 
his own best customer. 8000 persons witnessed 
lus end; sents and stands were let ; booths were 
put up for the sale of ardent spirits, causing ine- 
briety and confusion. 





For the Universalist Watchman. 

Mr. Evrror, 

Ihave received your paper of to-day, in which I 
find the following question proposed by you to me. ‘‘Un- 
derstanding that in a sermon you delivered in this village, 
on Thanksgiving day, you suggested the propriety of ‘‘Leg- 
islators legislating on religion,’ and ‘‘that there would be 
no more impropriety in their legislating on this subject than 
on any other,’’ I would respectfully request you to inform 
me, either through the mediam of the Chronicle, or by pri- 
vate letter, whether you did or did not use language of the 
same import.’’ Justice, I think, requi:es that the answer 
should appear where the inquiry has been made,—in the 
Watchman. 

My answer is this. I know that I never intended to 
suggest ‘‘the propriety of legislators legislating on religion,’ 
for it is a doctrine which I never believed; nor can I recol- 
lect a single passage in that sermon, from which even the 
most careless or the most prejudiced hearer could gather 
such a sentiment. Yet, as the sermon was unwritten, I 
cannot tell how much or how little alteration some detach- 
ed part of a sentence might need, that it might appear to 
contain the doctrine in question. Men sometimes very ea- 


sily hear what they are on tiptoe with the expectation of 


hearing and I shall not be surprised if you find several per- 
sons, who verily believe they heard me say many things 
which I never thought of saying. 

You say that a full expression of my ‘‘views and feelings 
on the subject,”’ in the Chronicle or ina private letter, 
“would be read with interest.’” The readers of the Chron- 
icle know them already; and as I am perfectly willing that 


all men should know them, I send you a copy of one of 


my sermons on the subject, from which you are at liberty 
to copy as much as you think will interest your readers,— 
especially, the passage which I have marked on the fourth 
page. Yours, respectfully, 


JOSEPH TRACY. 
Windsor, Dec. 17, 1831. 


In compliance with our request, Mr. Tracy has answered 
the question proposed in our last. We are happy to learn 
that he is opposed to ‘‘legislators legislating on religion— 
that “‘it is a doctrine which he never helieved.’’ 

He seems to insinuate that there were some present who 
were listening with the expectation of hearing what he was 
understood to say. 





hearing”? such doetrine at that time, and whether he had 


reasons for such ‘‘expectations,’’ Mr. ‘Tracy has an un- 


doubted right to judge for himself. If he has never given 
occasion for such ‘expectations,’ we cannot conceive why 
any should expect té ear any thing of the kind. 

Mr. Tracy has very 
which he delivered at the ordination of Rev. Daniel Wild, 


of Brookfield, Vt.; and in addition to the postage on the 
same, he paid that on his letter. For this instance of po- 
liteness he is justly entitled to our thanks, which he will 
please accept. The following paragraph we insert with 
pleasure, The “doctrine” we approve, and sincerely hope’ 
that he will continue to maintain it, and not follow the ex- 


ample of some of his brethren in the ministry. 


“The civil government has no right to preseribe 


a religion, and compel men to conform to it. 


We would inform Mr. Tracy that a- 
mong the number who understood him to say that ‘there 
would be no more impropriety in legislators legislating on 
réligion than on any other subject,”’ there was at least one 
who is a member of the Congregationalist Society. Wheth- 
er this gentleman was “on tiptoe with the expectation of 


ly forwarded us a sermon, 


WATCHMAN, REPOSITORY: AND OHRONICLE. 
4dmitting that he meant the blow to be mortal, 


That kings, and nobles, and rulers universally, 
have noright to do this, the Congregational chur< 
ches have always held. That the whole people 
have no right to establish any thing contrary to 
the scriptures they have always heid. That men, 
destitute of religion, have no right to prescribe a 
religion for others, they have always held. But 
there was a time, when some of them supposed, 
inconsistently, indeed, with their own principles, 
that a religious people,—a people, the great body 
of whom were truly religious, might establish and 
enforce what they saw to be the true religion, by 
law. It was never their doctrine, that a few 
might proscribe for the many, but that the great 
body of the people might require the true reli- 
gion to he received, by all who should choose to 
dwell among them. This doctrine, however, nev- 
er was embraced by all our churches, and has 
long since ceased to be held by any of them. We 
assert. that no civil government whatever, wheth- 
er exercised by one man, or by many, or by the 
whole people, has any right to prescribe to any 
individual, what he shall believe, or what he shall 
do, in matters of religion. These questions, it 
is the duty of every one to settle for himself. 





From the Magazine and Advocate. 
EXPLANATION. 

A correspondent asks an explanation of He- 
brews vii: 3, where it says of Melchisedec that 
he was ‘without father, without mother, without 
descent, having neither beginning of days nor 
end of Jife ; but, made like unto the Son of God, 
abideth a priest continually’ 

Kneeland’s edition of the improved version 
renders the passage—‘without recorded father, 
without recorded mother, without genealogy, hav- 
ing neither beginning of days nor end of life, 
but resembling the Son of God, continueth a 
priest during life.’ Appended to this translation 
we find the following note. ‘Of whose father, 
mother, pedigree, birth and death, we have no 
account—Wakefield ; who prefers this intelligi- 
ble, though free translation, to what must appear 
a strange paradoxical account to common rea- 
ders.” 


As we conceive the principal design of the 
writer to be, simply the establishment of Christ’s 
Priesthood on grounds far superior to the priest- 
hood of Aaron, we believe his meaning is this? 
Though it may be objected to Jesus that his pa- 
rents were poor, obscure people, whose origin is 
scarcely known, yet it must be remembered 
that Melchesidec was just as obscure a personage. 
Yet Abraham, the head ofall the priesthood ac- 
cording to Aaron, paid tythes to this very obscure 
and, before then, unknown Melchisedec ; thus 
virtually, for all his descendants acknowledging 
his priesthood and superiority— for men pay 
tythes to the greater only. 


Melchesidec—i. e. of like obscurity in life—the 
priesthood of Aaron, through their ancestor 
Abraham, have already acknowledged the right 


Jesus—to be a priest, and that too of aw order 
superior to themselves. Read the whole chap- 
ter. G. 


ERRATA. 

In No. 14, 106 page, 2d column, 3d and 4th lines in 2d 
paragraph, instead of spiritually, it should be essentially. 
In No 32, 255th page, Ist column, 11th line from top, 
instead of “J know I shall not be an unprofitable servant,” 
it Should be “‘I know I shall be but an unprofitable ser- 
vant.” 








Now Jesus being a priest after the order of 


and power of such an obscure person—even_ of 
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N.B. The editor of the Vt. Telegraph. will. take dne 
notice of the above, and govern himself accordingly. 


NEW AGENTS. 

Capt. Ina Carpenter, P.M. of Moretown, and Mr. 
A. BurinGrTon, of Burke, are respectfully requested te 
act as Agents for the Watchman in their respective vi- 
cinities. 





REMITTANCES. 
I. F. Walpole, N. H. $2,00. | 0. By Plainfield, 31,00. 
Sam’l K. jr., Barre, $1,124. Dr. W.; Ludlow, Vt. 75 
cents. E. J., Dover, $1,50. D. J., Swanton, $1,25.— 
Letter from Rev. J. Ward, enclosing $5,00, credited to 
Rev. J. W. $1,00—L. S., Greensboro, $1,50—N. C. do. 
$1,50. J. K., Salem, Vt. $1,00. P.S:, Rutland, $1,50. 
A. M., Meriden, N. H. $1,124. 8. F. do. 37§ cts. J. 
N. do. $1,50. L.-S. do. $1,50. C. P.; Pomfret, $2,00. 
Z. H., Lebanon, $1,50. L. R., Brattleboro’, $1,50. 0 
W., Rumney, N.H. 33,00. S. W., Norwich, Vt. 81,00 
0. C., Burke, Vt. $2,00. A letter from A. L. Hawley, 
Essex, enclosing $10.00, to be credited as follows: \. 
B. & T. $3,00—M. S, $2,00—R. T. $1,50—Col. A. S 
(new sub.) $1,50—L. H. 82,00. A letter from E. T.. 
Essex, enclosing $1,00. 
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PROPOSALS 
For Publishing, by subscription, a Pamphlet. 
ENTITLED, 
THE VISITER. 


AMPHLETS bearing this title have heretofore been 

published, under the patronage of several Associa- 
tions in this State, and New-Hampshire. At the last 
meetings of the New-Hampshire and Green Mountain 
Associations, a sufficient sum was contributed to defray 
the expense of publishing about 400. Seven hundred 
were printed, and are all sold. Such is the demand for 
pamphlets of this description, that the Subscriber has con- 
cluded to offer a PREmMiuM of TEN DOLLARS for the 
best written article, which will make, in small type, 12 
pages, duodecimo. The subjects to be embraced are. 
the doctrine of Universal and efficient grace—an expose 
of the doctrine of a limited Salvation,—the measures 
adopted to support it, and the effects produced by them. 

The objects of these Pamphlets are tocounteract the 
influence of Orthodox Tracts, with which our country is 
inundated. It has been proved that many of them con- 
tain the most scandalous falsehoods, and instead of en- 
lightening the understanding, have served only to dwarf 
the intellect, and frighten the timid There is scarcely 
an individual upon whom these Tracts have not been 
urged. The youth have been “scared with dreams, and 
terrified through visions,” after reading them ; and those 
of riper years have run mad by meditating on their con. 
tents. 

We trust that the interest which has been manifested 
by our brethren ‘in the cause of truth, will not suffer its 
opposers to outdo themin zeal. Itis not recommended 
however to our friends that they adopt the same eon- 
temptible means which have been resorted to by our 
limitarian brethren to distribute Tracts, bat that they 
have a pamphlet which they approve in readiness to ¢« 
change, whenever one of a worthless character is offered 
them, obtaining at the same time a promise from the per- 
son to read, and not destroy it; and whenever a favorable 
opportunity presents, dispose of them in a manner, which. 
in their judgmentshall be productive of good. There are 
many who would be willing to read a pamphlet of this 
description, who would not attend public worship where 
the doctrine of Universal salvation is preached ; itis there- 
tore a duty devolving on the believer in the restitution 
of all things to give them such opportunity to become 
acquainted with our religious opinions as they are wil- 
pling to embrace. 

Those favorable to the distribution of such Pamphlets, 
and wish for a Prospectus, are requested to write us, 
(paying the postage on their letters,) and use their influ- 
enee in obtaining subscribers. It is presumed that no 
Universalist would wish for a less quantity than one dozen. 

TERMS.—The pamphlet to contain 12 duodecimo pa- 
ges, and afforded by the dozen at 374 cents; by the hun- 
dred, $2,50; by the thousand, $20 To be published ax 
soon as a sufficient quantity are called for to warrant the 
undertaking. 

N. B. Any person on due reflection will perceive that, 
unless several th ds can be disposed of, no great pe- 
cuniary profit can be realized by the publisher, after he 
shall have paid ten dollars for the matter, and twice a« 
much more for the paper and printing. We have no 
fund raised by the begging system to resort to. 








WM. BELL 
Woodstock, Dec. 17, 1831. 
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LAWS OF VERMONT, ~ 
Passed at the session of the Legislature, October, 1831. | 
AN ACT, akering the time of *holding the County Court in| 
Washington County. 
Sec. 1. It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of 
the State of Vermont, That the County Court, shall, hereafter, 
be holden, in each year, at Montpelier, within and for the Coun- | 
ty of Washi . of the second ‘Tuesday of April, and on the} 
third Tuesday of November. 
Sec, 2. His hereby further enacted, That all complyints, | 
petitions, informations, indictments, actions, suits and other | 
matter or thing, that are now pending, in said County Court ; | 
and ppeals, writs, recognisances, and pia ¢ other matter or | 
thieg, that now are, or may be, made returnable to, or may be 
to.be entered in, said County Court, at the times and places | 
heretofore, by law, appointed, and all persons and parties, that | 
imay he red to appear, or attend, at such times and places, | 
shail be returned and entered, appear and have day, in said | 
County Court, at the next terms thereof, in said County, as are | 
appointed in this act. 
Provided, That no Court shall be holden under this act, until | 
after the first day of January next. : 
Passed Nov. 9, 1831. TIMOTHY MERRILL, 
Secretary of State. | 





AN ACT, in addition to an act, entitled “an act to promote | 
the breed of Sheep, and preserve the different breeds distinct.” | 
Sec. 1. Itis hereby enacted by the General Assembly of | 
the State of Vermont, That hereatier, all rams shall be restrain- | 
ed from going at large, withio this State, from the first day of 
August, to the twentieth day of November, in each year. 

Sec. 2 It is hereby further enacted, That the same for- 
feitures, liabilities and pevalties shall be had and acerue, with | 
respect to any ram, or rams, found going at large, or with the | 
sheep of any other person, except the owner, or keeper of said | 
ram, or rams, between the times aforesaid: and the same pro- | 
ceedings shall be had, as are provided in the act to which this is | 
an addition. Passed Nov. I, 1831. { 

TIMOTHY MERRILL, 
Secretary of State. | 


AN ACT, extending the jurisdiction of Constables. 


it is hereby enacted by the Genera! Assembly of the State | 
of Vermont, That from and after the first day of April next, | 
every writ and process, made returnable before a justice of the | 
peace, shall be directed to the sheriff, his deputy, or any consta- | 
ble of the county, and the first constable in any town in this’ 
State, be and be hereby is, authorized anil empowered to serve | 
and retarn such writ or process in any town within the county to | 
which he ; and said constable, his bail, and the town by | 
whom he was elected, shall be responsible for the acts, defaults | 
and neglects of said constable, in the exercise of the powers con- 


ferred on him this act, as they now are, by law, for his acts 
and neglects, or duties to be performed, within the town to which 
be belongs. 


Provided nevertheless, and it is hereby enacted, That no; which shall, in any degree, affect the exposure of Jands, in 
constable in any town in this State, by virtue of the provisions | 


of this act, shall serve any writ of attachment, or execution in| 
any town, other than the town in which he resides, until the said | 
town shall have given their consent, by a vote of said town, to | 


that effect, at the annual March meeting of said town, and a} 


record thereof be made in the town clerk’s office. 


Passed Oct. 27, 1831. 


Secretary of State. 





and insane . 

Sec. 1. itis hereby enacted by the General Assembly of | 
the State of Vermont, That whenever on the settlement of the | 
estate of any testate or intestate, it shall be made to appear to 


the court of probate, that the personal as well as real estate, | 
chargeable by law, with the debts of the deceased, will be in- | 
| 


sofficient for the payment of the debts, allowed by the commis- 
sioners, against said estate, and it shall also, be made to appear 
to said court, that the testator or intestate, has at any time ex- 


ecuted any deed, or other conveyance of any real or personal | the duties of chaplain, in said prison; and said Superinten- 
property, or the said testator or intestate, bas done, or suffered | dent is authorized to allow, and pay said Chaplain, as sal- 
any other act, coming within the provisions of the fourteenth | ary, not exceeding three hundred dollars, per annum, and 
section of “au act, regulating the conveyances of real estate, and | 
or the provision of the; 
sevententh my of “an act, for the ay ane of aye in- 
ferior crimes and misdemeanors,”’ it shall be the duty o ex- | tion of ct 
ecutor or adininistrator, and he is hereby authorized and em-}-ratta «as act. 
powered, to commence and prosecute, to final judgment, any | 
| 


| ber thirteenth, one thousand sight hundred and twenty-sev- | commissioner, in-hig said ofice. of 
repealed. ' 


os 


fur the prevention of frauds therein, 


suit or action, either in law or equity, for the recovery of saic 
property, so conveyed as aforesaid, for the benefit of the credi- 


tors, against said estate, under the direction of the court of pro- | ©» be, and the same is, 


bate, on the application of a major part, in amount, of the cred- 
itora of said estate. 
Sec. 2. It is hereby further enacted, That whencver on 


the settlement of the estate of any testator or intestate, it shall | 
be made to appear to the said court of probate, that the avails | 


of the real and personal estate, chargeable by law, with the debta 


of the deceased, have been expended, aud the same are insullx! bly of the State of Vermont, 


|had not conveyed, as aforesaid, any law, usage, or custom to 


| or part of an act, heretofore enacted, which provides for any 


' 


TIMOTHY MERRILL, | 
j 


AN ACT, providing fora chaplain for the Vermont State 
AW ACT, in addition to “an act, constituting Probate Courts, | 

and defining their powers, and regulating the settlement of} 

testate or intestate estates, and the guardianship of oro) bly of the State of Vermont, ‘That the Superintendent of 
” 













































> . ? ft \ a t J wanes 
i isfy, i debts against ae, or that.thore | persons, abal} take, kill, or, destso fish in the pond. 
Pp i ‘Game cette se nated on iy mountain, in the northeast part of Lieces- 
it f ] er, inthe County is0n, mm any way, or Manner, 
md ft ate ejirescuteil to of ek ma “in, the County of Addison, in any. ty anne 
the deceased hag at any time, executed any deed, or other cOn- | whatever, between the fiat day of Septernber, aid the fitter 
veyance ef any lands, tenements, or hereditarenis, Coming | day of Janaary, in any year, hereafter, and shall be thereof 


within the fourteenth section of “an act, regulating the convey- |. - " 
le of real estate, and for the preveltlon’ of fraude therein | convicted, he, or they, sball forfeit and (pay agam, not ex- 


the said cout of probate is‘hereby empowered to licence, and | 2Pding ten dollars, nor less than. two, dollars, for each and 
authorize the exeentor, or administrator of such estate, on the | °YETY offence, to the T reasyrer of said town of Liecester, 
application of any creditor, aud on such terms, as to costsof | with costs of prosecution to be recovered in the name of 
such application and sale as the court elull consider just and | the town, before any Justice of the Peace, of the same 
equitable, to sell so much of said lauds, tenements, or heredita- | Connty, in an action of debt. 

ments, so conveye:), as aforesaid, at public auction, or privda-| Src. 2. Tt is hereby further enacted, That any person 
sale, as will he suflicient to pay so much of said debts, as the es-| o- persons may sue for, and prosecute, to final judgment, 
iat of enh decd ae wp. | Anda ant <oe Sny branch of they iso Ue vn name, tnd 
peabriniode of the act, to which this isan addition, of any lands, | = oe — io a“ apeype and upon > aa 
tenements, or hereditamenis, so conveyed by the testator or in- thereol, one hail of the penalty elong to such prose- 
testate, as aforesaid, shall be good and valid, as against such | Cor, and the other half to said town. 

fraudulent conveyanee, and shall vest in the purchaser, the same| Provided, nevertheless, That no prosecution shall be 
title that the testator, or intestate, would have had, in case he | had, unless the same be commenced within three months, 
next after the offence shall be committed. 


Passed Nov. 4, 1831. 
TIMOTHY MERRILL, 
Secretary of State 


the contrary notwithstanding. 
Passed Nov. 9, 1831. TIMOTHY MERRILL, 


Secretary of State. 











AN ACT, in addition to, & explanatory of an act, entitled,; AN AC'T, to anthorize the appointment of Commissioners, to 
“an act, in alteration of the several acts, regulating and gov-| take acknowledgments of deeds and instruments of writing, 
erning the militia of this State.” | and the depositions of witnesses, out of this State. 

Src. 1. Mis hereby enacted by the General Assembly of; Svc. 1. It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of 
the State of Vermont, That no part of the act, to which this | the State of Vermont, That the Governor of this State be, and 
act is in addition, shall hereafter be so construed, as to empow- | is, hereby authorized, to name, appoint and issi 





y One or 
‘er any militia officer to call out, for the purpose of military dis- | more commissioners, in cach, or such of the other States, of the 


cipline, the militia of this State. union, or in the District of Columbia, as he may deem expedi- 

Provided nevertheless, That this act, shall in no wise, alter | ent, which commissioners shall continue in office during the 
that part of the nineteenth section of the act, entitled, ‘an act, | pleasure of the Governor, and shall have authority to take the 
for regulating and governing the militia of this State,’ passed acknowledgments, and proof of the execution of any deed, mort- 
Nov. 10, 1818, which requires, annually, in the month of June, | gage, relinquishment of dower, or other conveyance of any lands, 
the inspection and examination of arms. tevements, or hereditaments, or interest therein, lying or being 

Sec. 2. Ris hereby further enacted, That all, and every, | in this State, any contract, letter of Attorney, or any other writ- 
ing, to be user or recorded in this State; and such acknowledg- 
ment, or proof, taken, or made, in the manner directed by the 
laws of this State, by any one of suid commissioners, and a cer- 
tificate thereof endorsed on, or annexed to, said deed or instr 
ment, so acknowledged, or proved, under the seal of said com 
missioner, shall have the same force and effect, and be as 
ani available, in law, for all purposes, as if the same had 
made, or taken, in this State, by any j clerk or magistrate, 
authorize, or vequired to take such acknowledgments and proof. 

Suc. 2. Itis hereby further enacted, That every commir 
sioner, appointed by virtue of this act, shall have full power and 
authority to administer an oath, or affirmation, to any person, 
and, also, to take the examinations and depositions of witnesses; 
and such oath or affirmation, made befure such commissioner, 
is hereby declared \to be as good and effectual, to all mtents and 
purposes, as if taken by any magistrate of this state, competent 
to administer oaths and affirmation; and such depositions gad 
examinations of witnesses, may be read in evidence, in any suit, 
at issue in any court of law, or equity, in this state, in all cases, 
where such deposition or examination would be admissible ip 
evidence, if taken before commissioners, appointed by the 
preme Coort of this State. 

Src. 3. it is hereby further enacted, That it shall be 
competent for any Court in this state, exercising chancery juris- 
diction, in any case depending before sach court, to confer 
any one, or more, of said commissioners, the powers of a master 
and examiner in chancery, and the testimony taken hy said com 
missioner, or commissioners, w such power, with 
his, or their report thereon, duly certified by said commisaioner, 
under his seal, and returned to said court, shall, in all respects, 
be of the same validity, force and effect, as though the said te- 
timony had been taken in the same manuer, and the said 
made by a master and examiner in chancery, appointed and act- 
ing, in this state, under, and by virtue of the laws thereof. 


Src. 4. It is hereby further ted, That ev 
fre a carers oa eee 
perform any duty under, and by virtue of this law, shall tike 
and subseribe au oath or ion, before a justice of the 
peace, in the:city, me county, in which such commissioner shall 
reside, well, and fai ully, to execute and perform __ the duties 
of such commissioner, as prescribed in this act; also, shall 
execute a bond tothe Governor of this state, and his successors it 
office, in the penal.sum of five hundred dollars, with one or more 
od onet sufficient pyction, residing in i pate g i 

or the pro exercise a a discharge 

ities I and upen such com 


of the duties, by this act co! r 
be put in suit, in the name of the 


exemption from taxation, of persons, liable to do military duty, 
or equipped therefor, by reason of such person, or persons being 
so liable, or equipped; or, for the exemption from taxation of 
parents or guardians, by reason of their equipping minors, for 
such duty, be and the same are hereby repealed. 
Passed Nov. 9, 1831. 
TIMOTHY MERRILL, 
Secretary of State. 


AN ACT, aitering the-name of the town of Kellyvale. 

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembiy of the 
State of Vermont, That the town of Kellyvale, in the 
County of Orleans, shall be, hereafter known and called 
by the name of Lowell. 

Provided, That for the term of three years, after the 

ing of this act, in all public notices and advertisements, 


said township, for sale at vendue, for taxes, or otherwise; 
or, shall respect any meeting or proceeding of the proprie- 
tors of said township, the said town shall be called, in such 
notices, Lowell, late Kellyvale, in the County of Orleans, 
Passed Nov. i, 1831. 
TIMOTHY MERRILL, 
Secretary of State. 


: rison. 
Sec. 1, It is hereby enacted by the General Assem- 


the State Prison, be, and he hereby is, authorized and di- 
rected, to procure some suitable person, to officiate as 
chaplain, in said prison, whose duty it shall be to perform 
in said prison, the usual religious services, on each, and 
every Sabbath, in the same manner, as near as may be, as 
the same are performed, in the various churches in the 
State, to superintend the religious instruction of the con- 
victs in said prison, and in general, to do and perform all 





to charge the same in his account of the carrent expenses of 
said prison. 

Sec, 2. Jt is hereby further enacted, That the first 
» **an act, in addition to an act, 


the visitors of the State Prison, 
er purposes,” ’* passed Novem- 


missioncr; which boud may 

Governor, for the time being, against the pace Se ' 

ty, or any, or either of them, by any person who has been injut 
ed by the misfensanee, thalfeasance, or non-feasance of the sid 


entitled, ‘an act, anthorisi 
to procure a bill, and for ot 


+ 


Parsed Nov/9, 1831. ao 

Passed Nov. 9, 1931. ’ TIMOTHY MERRILL, © * 
TIMOTHY MERRILL, Secretary of 

Secretary of State. 


AN, ACT, to preserve to fish in Liecester Pond, 
Src. 1. It is hereby enacted by the General Assem- 
at if any person, or 





WANTED, Sot 
Wood, Oats, Wheat, and Apples, at a reasoneble prite, it 
peg for tne Watchman, if delivered soon, and oven 

‘asb at par. Woadstock, Nov. 26, 188). ” 
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